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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS BF 

SUB J : SPINY LOBSTER: TRAP RETRIEVAL 

1. EMBASSY NOTIFIED MORNING SEPTEMBER 8 BY COMMANDER OF 
SEVENTH CG DISTRICT MIAMI THAT LOBSTER TRAPS LEFT BY U.S. 
LOBSTERMEN IN BAHAMIAN WATERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOLLOWING 
AREAS: 

(1) CAY SAL BANK 

(2) THIRTY MILES WEST OF ANDROS ISLAND (60 MILES IN A 
NORTH/SOUTH LINE) 

(3) ORANGE CAY AND WILLIAMS ISLAND 

(4) MACKEY SHOALS 

(5) SOUTH OF THE TONGUE OF THE OCEAN 

(6) COCHINOS BANKS 

EMBASSY WAS ALSO INFORMED THAT CG PREPARED TO ASSIST US 
FISHERMEN IN RETRIEVAL OF POTS AS AGREED UPON IN AUGUST 27 
TALK BETWEEN COMMANDER SEVENTH CG AND MINEXTAFF ADDERLEY. 
SEVENTH CG REQUESTED EMBASSY TO CONVEY LOCATIONS TO MINEXTAFF 
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FOR THEM TO TRANSMIT TO BAHAMIAN POLICE WITH SUGGESTION THAT 
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RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS COMMENCE AT CAY SAL BANK LOCATION. 

2. EMBASSY OFFICER RELAYED ABOVE TO PERMSEC MINEXTAFF RUSSELL, 

WHO REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INFO REGARDING (1) TOTAL NUMBER 

OF POTS AS WELL AS NUMBER OF POTS AT EACH OF SIX LOCATIONS 
AND (2) APPROXIMATE COORDINATES OF LOCATIONS STATING THAT INFO 
SUPPLIED WAS TOO VAGUE TO ALLOW FOR COORDINATED USCG/GCOB 
RETRIEVAL EFFORT AGREED TO IN ADDERLEY/WAGNER CONVERSATION. 
ACCORDING TO RUSSELL (WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE OVERHEARD CONVERSATION) 
RETRIEVAL DEPENDENT UPON JOINT GOVERNMENT ACTION WHICH COULD 
INVOLVE EITHER GCOB AIR SURVEILLANCE AND/OR GCOB MARINE POLICE 
PRESENCE AT SITES OF RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS. RUSSELL ALSO 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT SOME TRAPS MIGHT BE LOCATED WITHIN 
12-MILE LIMIT IN WHICH CASE RETRIEVAL AGREEMENT NOT APPLICABLE, 

AND THAT SOME TRAPS MAY HAVE ALREADY BEEN FILCHED BY INTERLOPERS 
MAKING RETRIEVAL ACADEMIC. 

3. EMBASSY CONVEYED RUSSELL'S REQUEST TO SEVENTH CG AND WAS 
TOLD THAT THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 3,000 TO 4,000 TRAPS INVOLVED 
AND THAT WHILE IT IS DIFFICULT TO SPECIFY EXACT COORDINATES. 

THIS WOULD BE ATTEMPTED. EMBASSY WAS SUPPLIED COORDINATES FOR 
CAY SAL AREA SHORTLY THEREAFTER TOGETHER WITH ESTIMATED NUMBER 
OF POTS AT SITE. 

4. THIS INFORMATION CONVEYED TO RUSSELL WHO WAS ALSO TOLD 
THAT USCG REQUIRED 48 HOURS LEAD TIME TO MOUNT OPERATION; 

THAT WE ARE ANXIOUS TO BEGIN RETRIEVAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
THAT CAY SAL BEST MEETS REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRST TRIAL OF RE- 
TRIEVAL OPERATION. RUSSELL PROMISED EARLY RESPONSE. 

5. COMMENT: RUSSELL'S INSISTENCE THAT RETRIEVAL BE A JOINT 
EFFORT BOTH IN PRINCIPLE AND IN FACT APPARENTLY REFLECTS HIS 
AND HIS SUPERIORS' SENSITIVITIES THAT BAHAMIAN SOVEREIGNTY 
BE RIGOUROUSLY RESPECTED IN COURSE OF OPERATION NOT ONLY AS 
A QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE BUT TO MAKE IT POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE 

TO BAHAMIAN ELECTORATE. DURING COURSE OF CONVERSATION, RUSSELL 
ALLUDED TO TELEPHONE CALL WHICH HE STATED TOOK PLACE ON SEPT. 5 
BETWEEN ACTING POLICE COMMISSIONER BARTLETT AND OFFICIAL 
FROM SEVENTH CG IN WHICH LATTER HAD ALLEGEDLY SUGGESTED OR 
IMPLIED THAT OPERATION COULD BE CARRIED OUT UNILATERALLY BY 
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USCG. RUSSELL, IN STRONG LANGUAGE FOR HIM, REJECTED THIS AS 
BEING UNACCEPTABLE AND NOT IN KEEPING WITH RETRIEVAL AGREEMENT. 

IT THUS SEEMS LIKELY THAT GCOB WILL ATTEMPT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN RETRIEVAL OPERATION TO THE FULL EXTENT OF ITS VERY LIMITED 
CAPABILITIES. AND THAT THIS PARTICIPATION WILL DELAY THE EARLY 
RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

TAYLOR 
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